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November 2011 Newsletter

Autumn term has been a busy term starting with the pre-school AGM, Harvest Festival celebration and Stay and Play week.  Thank you for your support in all these events and we wish to extend another invitation to you all to the forthcoming “Christmas sing-a-long” on Monday 12th December in the village hall at 1.30pm with refreshments afterwards.  We have been delighted to see the return of a valued member of the pre-school team Wendy Straw she is now working during Wednesday and Friday sessions which increases our child/adult ratios which has been essential with the increase in the number of two year olds in each session.  Wendy trained and qualified at NVQ3 level when we were Ugborough under Fives so is very experienced in early years and we are very grateful for all her help and support.  Towards the end of summer term Pippa completed her NVQ level 3 in Early Years so a very big congratulations to her on this great achievement, which means all our staff are now qualified to a minimum of Level 3.

We have been making the most of  the mild weather we have recently had which  has enabled us to spend longer outside in the playground and up on the top field collecting various leaves  and flowers for our display, as well as walking around the village when we have been identifying numbers on doors and car number plates, shapes in the windows and colour changes of the trees and plants.  We have been able to continue with our weekly visits on a Monday morning to school, if you wish to understand more about these weekly visits and the importance they play in your child’s future transition to school please do not hesitate to speak to either Tania or Naomi.  During some sessions it is necessary for the children to remove their shoes and socks for example when we have the large climbing frame out.  As you can imagine it can be quite a mammoth task when it comes to helping the children locate their shoes later in the session, so it would be really helpful for all the staff if children’s shoes could have their names or initials inside – thank you for your understanding.  Packed lunch boxes need to include a small ice block to help keep your child’s lunch at the required temperature as we haven’t got the space to store all the lunches in the village hall fridge. 

Thank you to everyone who collected the Tesco vouchers for Schools last term which enabled us to order a new nursery rhyme game with CD, new tactile footballs, a space hopper and small soft floaty scarves which are great to use in music and movement sessions, large squidgy numbers and four stands for supporting pipes that the children can run water down which has proved very popular.

Thank you to Claire Sturdy who has managed to secure a significant amount of funding to purchase more resources, which will help replace old and worn out equipment, we have just placed an order for new equipment which should arrive over the next few weeks and a new play kitchen which the village hall committee have very kindly agreed for us to store in the hall will be with us in the new year.  Also during the summer holidays she kindly attended a Play Day at Victoria Park representing the pre-school and organised some great activities, which was a great form of advertising.  With the increased number of two year olds we would like to be able to provide more ride-on toys for outdoor play suitable for this age group, if you have anything that you no longer use and would like to donate to pre-school it would be very much appreciated.

Dates for your diary

Monday 12th December 1.30pm – Christmas sing-a-long

Thursday 15th December – Children’s Christmas party from 1pm (if your child does not normally attend this Thursday session the Committee have agreed to  a small charge of £5 for the two hours of the party – please let Tania know if you wish your child to attend thank you)

Friday 16th December – Last day of autumn term

Beginning of Spring term is on Wednesday 4th January 2012
